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Happy New Year 

     I  certainly hope you had a great Christmas. There 

were plenty of Rail-themed entertainments even with-

out the Cincinnati Museum Center. Bob Martin and 

Father Dale Peterka hosted two nights at Krohn Con-

servatory and sold out both nights. EnterTRAINment 

Junction has gotten to be huge; Beringer-Crawford 

Museum in Devou Park in Covington has been a 

hands-on Lionel favorite for years. 

     The real railroads are still out there running their 

tails off. I saw an NS unit train of empty covered hop-

pers northbound with two CNR EMD units in the lead. 

A CSX southbound was held up at Seward Road. This 

has happened a lot more often than it used to. Of 

course, the CSX train might have been out of Indian-

apolis. 
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Eds. Please note that CRRC construction up-

dates are always available on the Cincinnati 

Museum Center website. You can get these 

updates by going to www.cincymuseum.org   
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If you are not receiving email messages from the Club, please send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. 

Cincinnati Railroad Club News 

January 7, 2018 

By Randy Krumm 

Headlight & Markers - DELIVERY OPTIONS for 2018 
If the Club has your email address, you have been receiving H&M via email for the past six months (in addi-

tion to the paper version).  They are now identical, but the “digital” (via email) version has color photos (when 

available) and is delivered to you instantly.  Since email delivery offers significant savings versus printing and 

mailing, the Board approved the following policy which will be effective for 2018: 

* Membership in the Club will include H&M delivered via email (only). 

* Members will have the option to pay an additional $12 per year in dues if they would like a Paper version          

delivered via 1st class U.S. mail (which is approximately half the actual cost to the Club). 

* You will be able to select your preference when renewing your membership. 

* The paper version will continue to be sent via U.S. mail to all members through the March 2018 issue. 

* Effective with the April 2018 issue, only those members who opted to pay the additional $12 when renewing 

their membership will receive the paper version via U.S. mail. 

* If you’re not receiving email messages from the Club, send a message to cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com. 

 

PROGRAMS AT FUTURE MEETINGS (7:30 pm @ Harmony Lodge) 

February 1st 30 Years on the Southern/NS - David Michaels 

March 1st The L&N of My Generation - Tyler Hardin 

April 5th A presentation by the editor of Railfan & Railroad magazine - Steve Barry 

May 3rd Midwest Trains of the 70s & 80s - Mike Weber 

June 7th Photographer E. Donald Smith: Cincinnati and Beyond for 36 years - Chris Mayhew 

 

TRIPS & EVENTS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Saturday, January 20th - Streetcar Ride & Lunch 
At Noon, we will meet at the 14th & Elm station stop, which is directly in front of Music Hall.  We’ll ride 

the streetcar to the Findlay Market Elm Street stop, and have lunch at Harvest Pizzeria.  After lunch, we’ll 

complete our ride of the entire route, back to our starting point. 

Saturday, March 17th – Amtrak’s Cardinal to Chicago 

We are taking the Cardinal to Chicago for lunch and a tour of Amtrak’s Union Station Control Center.  

Greg Godfrey of Amtrak will give an extended version of the brief tour he led last year.  You must pur-

chase your own Amtrak ticket for departures on Saturday, March 17th, and send a message to the Club 

(cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com) after you’ve purchased your ticket.  A maximum of 25 people can take the    

Control Center tour.  Make your Amtrak reservation for the following departures on March 17th: 

#51 - Depart Cincinnati @ 1:41 am, Arrive Chicago @ 10:00 am 

#50 - Depart Chicago @ 5:45 pm, Arrive Cincinnati @ 3:17 am (on 3/18) 

May  Cincinnati Dinner Train 

August Summerail 

September Bus trip to Cuyahoga Valley RR (behind steam engine 765 if offered) 

December  Annual CRRC Banquet at Union Terminal! 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
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(Continued on Page 11) 

More News From The New President 
By Mike Weber 

Happy New Year! As John Rockwell sometimes reminds me, he joined the club “to have fun”. Let’s 

keep that in mind. We overlap this with the honor and responsibility of stewardship of Tower A. 

As stated last month, I inherited a Club with a good Board  of  Directors and leadership, who got us 

safety through our last two years of the seven (7) year “move out” period. Also, the Club is financially very 

sound. 

           What’s been pointed out to me by many outside the Club is that Tower A is what makes us distinctive. 

During the open meeting last month a very good point was made. What is the story we want to tell? Remem-

bering that as many as 60 visitors come to see the Tower I think that every member ought to be able to: 

(1) Explain in our displays how the Tower operated and its function, with emphasis on the Big Board. 

(2) Recite the history of CUT from Lincoln Park through construction, Heyday, WWII uses, decline, possible 

demolition and revival. Also, history of the trains that used CUT, from the seven (7) railroads that used it 

plus the CUT switching operation, railroad china displays, timetables, etc. 

(3) History of the Club. Our excursions, field trips, railroadiana shows, etc. including Summerrail.   

 We are more than up to this task. 

  2018 will be historic for the Club. 80 years old, big banquet, move back into Tower A.  Let’s all 

pull together. CRRC turns 100??   WHY NOT??    Mike Weber 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

 Amtrak is replacing the Acela Express Trainsets with Alstom built AVELIA LIBERTY in the Northeast 

Corridor. Based on Alstom’s TGV, which  has been in service around the world for 35 years, the American TGV 

will be a tilting trainset with both ends powered. A prototype is expected in 2019, with revenue service starting 

in 2021. All Acelas will be retired by the end of 2022.  The new white, blue, red and gray trains will have 1/3rd 

more seats, some personal space/comfort and better service. There will be 28 trainsets (40% more)…. 

 As noted in our last issue, Alstom ( French) merged with Siemens (German) and could very possibly be-

come one of the word’s greatest builders. 

Indiana Boxcar Company 
By Jim Edmonston 

         Member Powell Felix is President of Indiana Boxcar Corporation (IBCX) out of Connersville, Indiana. 

IBCX operates the Chesapeake and Indiana RR, consisting of 33 miles of line in Northwestern Indiana, made 

up of ex-C&O and ex-NKP branches. The road is owned by the town of North Judson and operated by IBCX 

with IBCX leased locos. CKIN started service in August of 2004 with 700 carloads, upped that to 3000 in 

2011. At first, the only connection was with CSX at Wellsboro, IN but soon a new line to Thomaston was 

built to allow interchange with NS and more carloads followed. A Rail Tour operation by the Hoosier Valley 

Railroad Museum of North Judson to either English Lake or La Crosse is connected. 

 IBCX also operates the Vermillion Valley RR, the Youngstown & Southeastern RR and the Camp 

Chase RR. Vermilion Valley operates between Olin IN and Danville, IL and connects with CSX, NS and 

KBSR (Kankakee, Beaverville & Southern). Youngstown & Southern runs from Darlington, PA to Low-

ellville, Ohio. Connections are with CSX and NS at Youngstown, Ohio. The line is owned by the Columbiana 

County Port Authority. Operation began in 2006 after many other tries, originally Youngstown & Southern. 

December 2017 
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Genesee & Wyoming Melvin Stone Train 
By Gary Woods 

(Continued on Page 5) 

December 2017 

     G & W Melvin Stone Train  operates from Melvin’s Stone Quarry in Melvin, Ohio just 

east of Wilmington, Ohio on the Midland Sub. This train does not run daily but, movement 

seems to be governed by the unloading operation at the old Undercliff Pennsy yard in Lin-

wood, a Cincinnati suburb. I also think movement is controlled by the Quarry loading opera-

tion.  

     I have photographed 

this train several times 

in and around Nor-

wood, Ohio. The move-

ment of the rock train in Norwood is not 

straight forward.  The train arrives off 

the Midland Sub at the old GK Tower 

location in east Norwood.  The train 

backs around the “Y” track at GK to 

turn and access ex Pennsy line leading 

to Undercliff yard. The return trip back 

to the Quarry is just as cumbersome. I 

caught the Rock Train being shoved 

backward through G & W ‘s 

McCollough yard  over to GK Tower 

for the return trip up the Midland Sub.     

 

Empty Melvin Stone Unit Train backs through 

McCollough Yard (Norwood, Ohio 9-9-2017) 

Inbound (westbound) loaded Melvin Stone Train    

arrives at East Norwood, Ohio 7-9-2017 
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(G & W Melvin Stone Train...Continued from Page 4) 

Melvin Stone hopper cars at unloading location—

old Pennsy Undercliff Yard in Linwood 3-8-2017 

Empty Melvin Stone Unit Train being shoved through 

(turned) through McCollough Yard at Highland Avenue 

Norwood, Ohio for the return trip back up the Midland 

Sub to the Melvin Stone Pit 9-9-2017 
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The Train Depot in Cleves, Ohio 
By Jack Clock  

     With the decline in passenger train services, the train station was sold and used by several different busi-

nesses. In the early 1980s, it became a delicatessen/meat market. After a foreclosure of the building, the depot 

was bought by Dr. Donald Willen.  

     Dr. Willen practiced dentistry since 1981 with Dr. John McWethy at the original location of the dental prac-

tice on Miami Avenue in Cleves. When Dr. McWethy decided to retire, Dr. Willen moved the practice to the 

train station. On April 10, 1987, it opened as the Dental Depot. During the refurbishing of the building, every 

effort was taken to maintain the "look" of a train station. The current occupant is Robert Ghering D.D.S. He 

purchased the practice from Dr. Willen.  

     The station is much larger now than it was as an active railroad depot. Many consider it a fake station since 

it was not the original building. It was only built on the site of the old depot. In any case it looks pretty impres-

sive as you drive past it on US 50. It is just as impressive on the inside. At least there is an occasional freight 

train that rolls by for all to see. 

     In the late 1800s, the train tracks 

adjacent to the Cleves Depot were 

used to carry commuter trains and 

passengers to downtown Cincinnati. 

The New York Central ran passen-

ger service on these rails for many 

years.  In the 1940s, the James 

Whitcomb Riley, a luxury passenger 

train, traveled between Cincinnati 

and Chicago via Indianapolis on the 

Cleves tracks.  

Original Station as it looked with                    

caboose of train heading west. 

Rear of station now looking east 

What is it? 
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(Continued on page 8) 

A Steam Locomotive Crew Member (Lead Conductor) Part One 

By Charles H. Bogart 

     When I heard in May 2017 that Gramling Locomotive Works would bring their 0-4-0T 1928 Vulcan Iron 

Works steam locomotive to Bluegrass Railroad Museum for three weekends of passenger operations in Septem-

ber, I immediately put my name in to be part of her crew. I was fortunate to have my name marked up as part of 

her crew for two runs as Lead Conductor and one run as Assistant Fireman. Mary Ann was marked off as a car 

host, in the open window cars, for these three runs.  

     The Gramling Locomotive Works 0-4-0T was built in 1928 for the A.E. Dick Construction Company by Vul-

can Iron Works. A.E. Dick Construction was located near Scranton, Pennsylvania, and used the locomotive to 

move cars of rock within their stone quarry. Circa 1933, she was sold to the Jeddo-Highland Coal Company of 

Hazelton, Pennsylvania, who numbered her 85 for use within their fleet. As Jeddo 85, she saw service at Hazel-

ton until circa 1964 when she was laid up. Shortly thereafter, she was sold to Gordon Brinthrop who moved her 

to Horseheads, New York. In 2007, she was sold by Mr. Brinthrop to Gramling Locomotive Works of Ashley, 

Indiana, who spent the next ten years rebuilding her so that she could return to steam service. 

     I made my two runs as Lead Conductor on Sunday, September 14, at 2:00 PM and 5:00 PM, as part of  Jeddo 

85 operating crew. The train consisted of four coaches, two open window cars and two air conditioned cars. To 

ride in an air conditioned car, one paid about 20 percent over the cost of riding in an open window car. It is still 

beyond my comprehension that all of the air conditioned cars had full loads while the open window cars operated 

at less than full capacity. Why would you want to ride in an aluminum cocoon where you could not see, taste, 

smell, feel, or hear the steam locomotive working?  

     Locomotive #85, while operating at BGRM in passenger service, was placed at the head of the consist’s open 

window cars. BGRM 1314, our MU car, was placed directly in back of Jeddo 85 so one could stand in the MU 

cab and look directly into the footplate of Jeddo 85, while ACL 203, an air conditioned coach, was located at the 

west end of the train. Train operation was push/pull with the Jeddo 85 pushing west as we left the West Versailles 

Depot for Milner and pulling east as we returned from Milner to West Versailles. Length of the trip was 6-miles, 

3-miles from West Versailles to Milner and 3-miles back.  

     The steam operation worked as follows: The air conditioned cars were on the west end of the train and the 

open air on the east end. Jeddo 85 was to hold to the east of the train for photo shoots until 1:50 PM when she 

was coupled to the train. At 1:00 PM, N&W 675, a GP9, was attached to the west end of the train. She was used 

to bring the train’s brake air lines up to full capacity. Once the engineer of N&W 675 announced we were at train 

line pressure, I as Conductor, at 1:20 PM, undertook a train brake test. Passenger loading started at 1:30 PM. At 

1:50 PM, I gave permission for Jeddo #85 to come west to couple to the train. Once Jeddo #85 was coupled and 

cut into the train’s brake air line,  N&W 675 cut itself from the train’s brake air line and uncoupled from the 

train. The crew of N&W 675 then rigged a Monkey Tail to the west vestibule of ACL 203 and, after checking in 

with the Station Master, pulled west for Mile 5.9.  

     N&W 675 was to remain clear of Jeddo 85 and her train consist but to be in place in case we needed emergen-

cy power. Once the Monkey Tail was in place on ACL 203, I conducted a brake test of her wheels.   

     With a successful brake test, I took my place in the open vestibule of ACL 203 and at 1:59 PM had the Engi-

neer blow a Call for Signals. It was 2:04 before the Station Master granted me permission to leave the  Depot. 

Once I had permission to leave, I gave Jeddo 85 the Highball for Mile 6.1. We now headed west from the Depot 

with Jeddo 85 pushing for Milner. The 3-mile trip from the Depot to Mile 6.1 saw me standing in the vestibule 

calling crossings and switches, via hand held radio, to the locomotive crew. Every crossing along the way had 

railfans trackside shooting video and photos. (These can be seen on Youtube). At Mile 6.1, I brought the steam 

train to a halt. N&W 675 was in the clear .2 miles to the west. I held the train in place at Milner until I walked 

forward to the MU cab so I could experience the working of Jeddo 85 as we headed east.   
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(Continued on Page 9) 
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(A Steam Locomotive Crew Member-Part One...Continued from Page 7) 

     Once in the MU cab, I gave Jeddo 85 the Highball for Mile 7.1 where we planned to stop to do a photo run-

by. My time in the MU cab was short as I had to make my way to mid-train to spot the train for unloading at 

Mile 7.1. Spotting the doorways of both the trailing open window and leading air conditioned car on an 8-foot 

pavement was a chore, as Jeddo 85 did not stop like the diesels I was used to working with. We had to do some 

to and froing to hit the spot on the 8-foot wide road from which I could off load from both doorways. (I did 

better on the second run.)  

     To my surprise, while everyone in the open window cars got off and headed for the photo line, only about 

70 percent of those in the air conditioned cars got off, and those who got off just stood around in the road. The 

photo line was under the control of Mary Ann. For some reason, not everyone understands the concept of a 

Photo Line, but Mary Ann was helped by some railfans to maintain it. Once everyone was off, I made my way 

to the vestibule of ACL 203 and instructed my engineer to head west to Mile 6.9. Once at Mile 6.9, I brought 

the train to a stop and hurried forward to the MU cab. Here I gave the engineer a Highball to head east to Mile 

7.2. Then Jeddo 85, with a lot of whistle blowing and bell ringing, thundered at 10 MPH over the 7.1 trestle 

past the photo line. At Mile 7.2, the train was brought to a halt and I then returned to the vestibule of ACL 203. 

Here I gave instructions to the Engineer to head west under the instructions of the Assistant Conductor who 

would be on the ground to spot the train at the Mile 6.9 road crossing for loading.  

     Once the train was spotted for loading, I contacted N&W 675 and told her she could come east to Mile 6.8 

and stop. I also told N&W 675 that once I had given Jeddo 85 permission to run east for the West Versailles 

Depot, N&W 675 could follow us back to the Depot, keeping a safe distance behind. At the West Versailles 

Depot, we again had to do some to and froing to line up the cars’ doors with the station platform. By 3:20 PM 

all my passengers were off the train and N&W 675 was then coupled to the west end of the train to maintain 

our train’s brake line air pressure. Once N&W was attached to the brake lines, Jeddo 85 was cut loose of the 

train and moved east for servicing. This servicing consisted of dumping ash and making a locomotive crew 

change. At 4:15 PM, we repeated putting the train back together in preparation for the 5:00 PM run, and at 

5:03 PM, with the Station Master’s blessings, we left West Versailles for my second run of the day as Lead 

Conductor for Jeddo 85. Again, for the photo run-by, all in the open window cars got off but only about 60 

percent of those in the air conditioned cars did so. 

     The pictures below were taken on Saturday, September 23, during the 2:00pm run, when Mary Ann and I 

chased the train. 

Me in my C & O Conductor’s Uniform Jeddo 85 



 9 December 2017 

(A Steam Locomotive Crew Member-Part One...Continued from Page 8) 

Lead Conductor Joe Brent in the vestibule at the rear of ACL203 calling signals to Jeddo 85 

Jeddo 85 heading west for Milner from West Versailles (Continued on Page 10) 
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(A Steam Locomotive Crew Member-Part One...Continued from Page 9) 

Mary Ann trackside, recording Jeddo 85 heading for West Versailles 

Jeddo 85 posing on the trestle at mile 7.0 
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(Indiana Boxcar Company...Continued from Page 3) 

(Continued on Page 12) 

IBCX also operates the Vermillion Valley RR, the Youngstown & Southeastern RR and the Camp Chase RR. 

Vermilion Valley operates between Olin IN and Danville, IL and connects with CSX, NS and KBSR 

(Kankakee, Beaverville & Southern). Youngstown & Southern runs from Darlington, PA to Lowellville, Ohio. 

Connections are with CSX and NS at Youngstown, Ohio. The line is owned by the Columbiana County Port 

Authority. Operation began in 2006 after many other tries, originally Youngstown & Southern. Camp Chase 

RR is a 14 mile switching road in the Columbus, Ohio area connecting the former Army Post Camp Chase 

with the NS at Buckeye Yard. ICBX took over in 2015. Most Freight is grain; three GP-9’s do the work 

(#7042, #7076 and 7225). An older GP-7 (rebuilt) #752 is a reserve 

     At present IBCX owns at least 66 diesels, three of which they purchased in August 2017 From NS and had 

them repainted at Olin, IN in the “Tuxedo” scheme. This picture of #5115 (Ex-SOU GP-38-2) with a high 

short hood is true to the old Southern scheme (even to having the little “F” for “front” ahead of the number). 

     Powell has been President of IBCX since 1988 and both he and his grandson are life members of the 

Whitewater Valley RR group. He has visited Tower A with his grandkids several times and we hope by this 

time next year we will be able to invite him back. It is great to have a member that is not only an active rail-

roader but a man who cares about the business. 

Other News      

     Sumitomo Corporation of America will work with Siemens to fill a $371 million multi-state contract with 

Caltrans after Nippon Sharyo failed a safety test. Nippon was also sub-contracted to build 88 cars for the Illi-

nois Department of Transport. All cars will now be built at the Siemens plant in Sacramento, CA.  

     The Village of Glendale, OH moved a bit forward in their bid for a quiet zone. Over 800 horns are heard 

coming through town in a day from the 3 roads that run through: CSX (who owns the rails), NS and Amtrak. 

The mayor sent a Notice of Intent to Create a New Quiet Zone to the State of Ohio, the bordering Village of 

Woodlawn and to the three users of the rails. The recipients had 60 days to reply but none were received. The 

next step is for CSX to complete the engineering work for the extensive supplemental safety measures that 

must be in place. This is estimated to take 3 months. No Pass gates are to be installed at Sharon and Oak cross-

ings with Albion Road closed altogether. Then, another 9 months for construction completion so the quiet zone 

status can be granted by the Federal Railway Authority. 

#5115 glimmering in the night lights 



 12 December 2017 

(Indiana Boxcar Company...Continued from Page 11) 

     E. Hunter Harrison, CEO of CSX since March 2017, went to the hospital with an undisclosed illness on De-

cember 14 and passed away on December 16, 2017. Mr. Foote from Jacksonville will step in and continue Pre-

cision Scheduled Railroading, which caused a lot of changes in service and personnel in the late summer. CSX 

is still showing a drop in car loadings but is starting to improve.       

     Amtrak’s #501, Seattle-Portland, was southbound out of Seattle about 50 miles out at 7:40am when it round-

ed a curve and derailed, dumping cars into traffic-heavy I-5 at DuPont, WA. The train was doing 81 MPH on 

the first public run over the new bypass, which is owned by Sound Transit, based in Seattle. Positive Train 

Control (PTC) had been installed but was not in operation. 3 passengers were killed and a dozen injured. 

Amtrak’s reputation wasn’t helped. Why was the engineer going over 50 mph too fast on a 30 MPH curve? 

This doesn’t bode well for Amtrak as the Trump administration is cutting funds for long distance service, $630 

million, although over 31 million rode Amtrak in 2017. It is really the safest way to travel. 

(Eds. Please see the aerial shot of this wreck on page 15. It is obvious why there was a 30mph speed limit. Fol-

low the link listed below the photo to see additional photos and coverage of this by the Washington Post. Sorry 

that I could not make the link active.)    

This is where we hope to be at this time next year,       

looking out the windows of Tower A 

A photo from Wyoming Avenue submitted     

by Dennis Teagle 

GE News Update 
By Jack Clock 

     According to the February 2018 Trains magazine there are many options that GE is considering at this time. 

GE has to cut their expenses and transportation is a good place. The industry outlook for the next 2 to 3 years 

for Locomotives is not very good. They must sell off assets to support their other more profitable businesses 

and to buy back their stock. By doing so they can increase their dividend again and make their stock a worth-

while investment with a decent return. 

    Trains has several interesting idea in their articles.  GE could surgically split GE into component parts that 

are much more attractive for sale, similar to what Carl Lindner did with Penn Central when he purchased it. 

Locomotives are one of GE’s oldest businesses and I don’t think they will sell the entire division. 

     If Alstom and Siemens merge as was recently announced why not have a GE-Alstom-Siemens worldwide 

giant. They could collectively compete with China, Japan or any other competitor out there. Stay tuned, the 

next several years should really be interesting. 
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John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

John Biehn’s Steam News  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

(Continued on Page 14) 

     Future Colorado Steam...A group of railroad 

enthusiasts at Idaho Springs, Colorado is looking to 

restore a 131 year old train that has deep Colorado 

ties. The old steam locomotive No. 60 was built in 

1886 and ran on the Colorado & Southern Railway. 

It spent most of its life traveling between Denver and 

Leadville, but it also traveled all over the state. No. 

60 was donated to Clear Creek County in 1941 and 

has sat near the Idaho Springs council building ever 

since. Benjamin Fearn, Vice President of the C&S 

Railway Society says his group wants to restore the 

locomotive to full working condition and they are 

currently working to secure grants for the project that 

will cost between $300,000 and $500,000. No. 60 

was built by the Rhode Island Locomotive Works 

located at Providence, Rhode Island. The narrow 

gauge 2-8-0 began her career on the Union Pacific 

owned narrow gauge Utah & Northern Railroad as 

No. 263. In 1890, the UP transferred the U&N en-

gines 260-265 to its Colorado based Denver, Lead-

ville & Gunnison Railroad, where the original engine 

number was retained until the C&S assumed opera-

tion of some  Colorado narrow gauge lines. That in-

cluded the Clear Creek Branch. At this time, the 

C&S renumbered all of its narrow gauge engines and 

No. 263 became No. 60. When in its prime, locomo-

tive No. 60 traveled to places like South Park and 

Boreas Pass. "She's seen a lot of places and a lot of 

Colorado," said Fearn. His group needs to renew 

their contract with Idaho Springs and then they can 

get the plans in motion to have the locomotive 

moved to a site for restoration. Then the group will 

first evaluate the boiler. They will next have the as-

bestos removed  Finally, they do not only want to 

restore the locomotive, but the  passenger car that's 

displayed behind it. (Thanks to Tom Schultz)  

     Big Boy Cosmetic Restoration...The Cheyenne 

City Council recently approved full funding for the 

cosmetic restoration of Big Boy No. 4004 located at 

Holiday Park in downtown Cheyenne. The contrac-

tor selected to perform the restoration is Wasatch 

Railroad Contractors, a locally owned and locally 

based railroad restoration company. The restoration 

project, which began in December, 2017, is slated to 

take under six months with a completion date some-

time in May, 2018. The locomotive will be restored 

to resemble how it looked when it was delivered to 

the Union Pacific in August of 1941. In addition, the 

boiler jacket will be removed and all asbestos will be 

taken from the locomotive following necessary safe-

ty guidelines. A new boiler jacket will be installed, 

the cab will be repaired, the locomotive will be sta-

bilized in other areas and then given a new coat of 

jet black industry paint and trimmed out correctly. 

"When finished, it will look dramatically different 

than it does now," said Steve Lee, Project Executive 

assigned by Wasatch Railroad Contractors. Lee, a 

longtime Cheyenne resident and retired Superinten-

dent of Heritage Operations of the Union Pacific 

Railroad will lead the team that will perform the cos-

metic restoration. "We are not making any promises 

and our contract allows for more time,"  said John 

Rimmasch, Chairman of the Board and CEO of Wa-

satch Railroad Contractors. "Our goal is to have the 

project complete prior to Depot Days 2018, which is 

scheduled to take place in May. Our ability to make 

the goal will really be driven by the weather, but we 

will surely do our best," Rimmasch said of the dead-

line and goals of the project. Big Boy 4004, a 4-8-8-

4 steam locomotive, is one of Cheyenne's most fa-

mous landmarks. The Big Boy in Holiday Park is a 

prime destination for many tourists and railroad en-

thusiasts from all around the world. With only eight 

remaining Big  Boys in existence, people travel from 

all over the world to visit all eight with Cheyenne 

being the home to two of them. With the restoration 

of No. 4014 also taking place at the Union Pacific 

Cheyenne Steam Shop, Cheyenne will continue to be 

a mecca of steam engine faithful for years to come.  

(Thanks to Area-Info.net and Jim Wrinn) 

     No Steam for Norfolk Southern in 2018…  

Norfolk Southern will allow deadhead moves over 

some of their lines in 2018 but they will not run any 

steam excursions, not even with Amtrak. Norfolk 

Southern has decided that they need to refocus on 

their core freight operations without the distractions 

that steam excursions represent. You have to under-

stand that a steam excursion is a major "distraction" 

for normal freight operations. It disrupts crew rota-

tion schedules, presses all hands into service for a 

weekend, (all company officials, all police depart-

ment officers, mechanical department, operating de-

partment, etc.) It also delays the scheduled freights 

that pay the bills. Rather than condemn current man-

agement as being steam haters, why not remember 

the fantastic opportunity that NS gave to outfits like 

the 630, 611 and 765 operators from 2012-2017.  

The pendulum swings back and forth. It will come 

back again someday.  
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     Union Pacific Steam Update...With the 2017 

steam season now completed, the UP Steam Team, 

which operated No. 844 during three week-long trips 

this summer, can now give its full attention to the 

restoration of the Big Boy No. 4014. Ed Dickens, 

Union Pacific's senior manager-Heritage Operations, 

said with most of the 4014's disassembly completed, 

the focus is on restoring the more intricate parts and 

assemblies associated with an articulated steam loco-

motive. Articulated steam locomotives have two sets 

of drivers, with the lead having the ability to swivel 

independently from the locomotive's main body to 

better negotiate tighter curves. UP's Big Boys units 

were among the many articulated designs operated 

during the steam era. "These units have to be able to 

convey live steam from the boiler to the front en-

gine," Dickens said. "Because the front engine artic-

ulates, or swivels, the steam lines have to be flexi-

ble." "For the Big Boys, Union Pacific and the 

American Locomotive Company devised a ball-joint 

mechanism," said Dickens. "It's a  spherical two-

piece casting that fits together tightly to make a 

steam-tight joint. The joints have to be very large to 

handle the massive amount of steam flowing to the 

front engine. It's double the amount of steam flowing 

through locomotive No. 844. The joints are held to-

gether by large bolts, springs and bronze sealing sur-

faces. "This series of castings allows for the neces-

sary movement. "As that front engine moves either 

left or right, the steam pipe can be flexible to follow 

the movement. It's really neat," Dickens said.  

In addition to rebuilding the flexible live steam con-

nections and low pressure exhaust steam connec-

tions, the team is refurbishing the locomotive's re-

verse shaft reach rods. Reach rods connect compo-

nents over the long distance between  the two en-

gines. In the case of an articulated design, those 

reach rods also need to be flexible to span the articu-

lation joint that connects the two engines togeth-

er.  The challenge was making these reach rods flexi-

ble while maintaining their accuracy. To do this, de-

signers made close tolerance pin connections at the 

same pivot point to reduce the amount the 

part  moves. Getting access to that part is only possi-

ble with the front engine removed. Removal of the 

reach rods required several team members and a fork 

lift. Once removed, the team was pleased to find that  

it was in pretty good condition. "We'll fix the pins 

and bushings, and then it goes right back in and we 

start putting it all back together, one newly rebuilt 

at a time, Dickens said. As reassembly continues, 

the next area of focus is on the locomotive's massive 

suspension system. "We've got about 95% of the 

springs on hand," Dickens said. "We're just waiting 

on the last 5% and that's a tough 5% because they 

are huge. As for No. 844, Dickens said the steam 

team has cleaned and prepped the locomotive for 

storage, including installing heaters in the firebox to 

keep it warm and dry because we don't want any 

part of  that locomotive to get cold and wet. We 

want to be ready when the 2018 season comes 

around. (Thanks to the Union Pacific Railroad)  

    Chesapeake & Ohio 1309 Restoration Halts… 

A lack of money is forcing the Western Maryland 

Scenic Railroad to stop all work on restoring Chesa-

peake & Ohio 2-6-6-2 No. 1309. In explaining why 

the project is short of funds, Executive Director John 

Garner said that grant requirements and personnel 

issues are partly to blame. No.1309's restoration has 

received at least $400,000 from the State of Mary-

land to help fund the restoration. Maryland officials 

have confirmed that the money is nearly gone. Gar-

ner says that it will take at least an additional 

$530,000 to complete  No. 1309's restoration, an es-

timate Garner says he received from the railroad's 

contractor on the steam locomotive project, Diversi-

fied Rail Services. Western Maryland is actively 

pursuing alternative sources of funding, but railroad 

officials' attempts so far have been insufficient to 

keep the project moving forward. Garner says that 

the staff are pursuing additional grants from various 

donors, but those funds are unlikely to arrive until 

late 2018...if they are approved at all. Special photo 

freight charters held in October did not bring in as 

much money as anticipated. The railroad had hoped 

the charters would produce enough money to keep 

the project moving along.  

(Thanks to Trains News Wire) 

     Boston & Maine 3713 Restoration Update…  

Boston & Maine No. 3717 is a P-4a class  

4-6-2 Pacific type steam locomotive built by the Li-

ma Locomotive Works in 1934. She's being rebuilt 

at Steamtown National Historic Site at Scranton, 

Pennsylvania. Here is a detailed report:  2017 has 

been an exciting year in many respects for the resto-

ration of the Boston & Maine No. 3713. Great 

strides were made this year. Many parts were re-

stored and several successful fundraisers were held. 

These efforts have generated $40,000 towards 

3713's restoration this year alone. To date, $285,000 

has been raised towards the goal of $750,000.  
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Here's some work completion news: On September 

29, the 3713 was moved to Steamtown's drop table 

and over the course of two days, all three pairs of 

drivers were removed from the locomotive. In early 

October, the drivers were trucked to the shops of the 

Strasburg Railroad for refurbishing. The Strasburg 

Railroad, near Lancaster, Pennsylvania was awarded 

the contract to refurbish the axles and crank pins on 

the driver sets. They will also be magna-fluxed 

while there. The tires will not need any work be-

cause they were found to be in excellent shape.  

Attention was then turned to 3713's tender body. 

Staff and volunteers removed the cistern and coal 

bunker from the tender frame. Unfortunately, the 

tender body was found to be too far gone to be sal-

vageable, with much of the body paper thin and 

the  bottom edges of internal baffles completely 

rusted away. Next up was the cab which was also 

found to be structurally deficient for an operable 

locomotive. In November, the original cab was sent 

to Hopkins Manufacturing Company & Technology 

and is being used as a pattern for a faithful replica. 

Finally, brand new pilot truck wheels and axles are 

being procured from ORX in Tipton, Pa. New bear-

ings have been purchased by Project 3713 for the 

pilot truck as well and they will be installed on the  

axles by ORX. These new developments represent 

major steps forward that were on the radar for sever-

al months. The National Park Service provided 

$654,000 in Alternative Transportation funds to 

make these major improvements to the 3713 possi-

ble. A big emphasis in 2017 for Project 3713 was 

advancing the progress on auxiliary appliances. Ear-

lier this year, the air compressors,  compressor gov-

ernor, and dynamo were shipped to Steam Services 

of America. The work on them is now complete 

with parts ready  to be shipped back to Steamtown.  

The feedwater pump returned to its birth place at the 

Coffin Turbo Pump factory in New Jersey.  Coffin 

personnel report that the feedwater pump is in terrif-

ic shape. Brand new bearings are currently being 

installed to return it to like-new condition. Besides 

these appliances which have been refurbished or 

acquired from outside sources, work continues at the 

Steamtown back shop. Along with the drivers being 

dropped, the journal boxes, shoes, and wedges have 

all been cleaned and evaluated. Following this, the 

springs and equalizers have been removed and 

cleaned as well. With the drivers out, the cylinder 

alignment relative to the frame was inspected using 

tram wires from the center of the cylinder bore to 

using tram wires from the center of the cylinder bore 

to anchors at the rear of the frame. The tender frame 

is currently undergoing a heavy cleaning of grease 

and rust before evaluation and eventual sandblasting. 

The trucks are all in good shape. They will be con-

verted to roller bearing. The stoker system has expe-

rienced a lot of rust and will need a full refurbishing. 

As you can see, there are many wheels in motion in 

the restoration of 3713, and 2018 promises to be an-

other fruitful year. Go to Project 3713's web site at 

www.project3713.com for the latest updates on  

restoration progress.  

(Thanks to Laurel Lines, via Alex Mayes)  

Train Wreck in Dupont, WA 

From this view it is obvious why there was a 30 mph 

limit here. This is another application for positive 

train control (PTC). With PTC this disaster might 

have been avoided. For additional information and 

photos see the link below. It is https://

www.washingtonpost.com/national/the-scene-where

-an-amtrak-train-derailed-in-washington-

state/2017/12/18/ce3f121e-e417-11e7-ab50-

621fe0588340_gallery. 

https://twcc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.project3713.com&hmac=879129fd6d149bbbf6b44337058947af
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     The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held on Thursday, February 1, 

2018 at 7:30pm in the Clubroom, Harmony Lodge, 646 East Epworth Avenue, Winton Place. Our 

program will be presented by Dave Michaels “30 years on the Southern/NS. Don’t miss it. For more 

information call 513-651-RAIL or go to www.cincinnatirailroadclub.org. 

     George Lach sent me two sheets of 1998 33cent stamps that commemorate streamlined trains of 

the day. They included Daylight, 20th Century Limited, Super Chief and Congressional with steam, 

diesel and electric power. These should go in a special frame mounting for display in our renovated 

Tower A. Thanks, George! 

     BNSF with 4, 227,096 carloads and UP with 4,115,636 led all railroads in 2017 with BNSF 

showing a 5.3% gain over 2016 UP a 2.5% gain. 

     Here’s hoping that Jim Foote can right CSX in 2018. We wish all a Happy New Year! 


